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Tracks Cleared for ‘Creeper’ 


The tracks were cleared 
Tuesday by state officials to 
let the "Heber Creeper,” a 
tourist train running between 
Heber City and Wildwood, 
speak for itself and say “I 
think I can” ,..-. or can't. 

Acting on a resolution from 
groups in Heber City, the 
State Road Commission decid- 
ed to delay until April 1 the 
tearing out of train roadbed in 
the lower part of Provo 
Canyon. 

This, the Heber City groups 


. said, would give them time to 


complete an economic feas- 
ability study of the Creeper's 
potential success or failure. If 


it looks successful, they want” 


the tracks open so they can 

get rolling. stock'up the can- 

yon from Provo to Heber City. 
Chance Given 


E Gov. ‘Calvin L. Rampton 


met earlier in the day" with: 


Road Commission personnel 
and he agreed the Heber City 
groups should have a chance 
to set up the train, if possible. 

It “would be short sighted of 


us" to not give the Creeper 
people a chance to set the 
train up, the governor said, as 
long as it doesn't hold up; the 
road-widening project’ in’ the 
canyon, oie” 
The state recently ` pur- ; 
chased the railroad '.right-: 
ofway. and rails -frorn Olm- 
stead in the mouth of the can- 


. yon to Heber City, said Blaine 


J. Kay, state highway engi- 
neer. Cost was about $200,000 
for salvageable rails and 
$65,000 for the right-of-way. 


Right-of-Way 


But only part of the right- 
of-way will be needed by the 


state for the road-widening . ' 


project — the portion below 
Wilwood. And the portion 
from Wildwood to Heber City 


b 


train. 


Gov. Rampton, while noting 
he had no objections, cau- 
tioned officials to be sure the 
state gets all of its money out 
of the land and rails if the de- 
velopers decide to go ahead 


with the project. 


is being sought for the tourist . 
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Given Until April 1 to 
Prove Project Feasibility 


HEBER — The Utah State 
Road Commission Tuesday 
rejected all bids to remove the 
former Denver and Rio Grande 
Western trackage from the 
en power plant to Heber 


ty. 

The action of the commission 
opens the way for the 
development of a scenic railway 
which is proposed by the 
Wasatch Railway Museum 
Foundation. 

The commission stated that 
the group would have until April 
1, 1971 to prove the financial 
feasibility of the tourist railway 
which is scheduled from 
Wildwood to Heber City. 

' Lowe Ashton, Heber, chair- 


man of the foundation : 


committee said, ‘‘We have 
really only gained a breather. 
Now we must come up with the 
capital to put the trackage in 
shape and to bring the rolling 
Stock into the valley. We will be 


rolling by April 1 or not at all." 


The scenic railroad has a 
master plan which begins with 
the currently proposed route 
from Heber, down the Provo 
Canyon. The eventual plan is to 
extend the route to include a 
proposed Swiss Village which 1s 
to be located in the Wasatch 
Mountain State Park. 

The presentation before the 
State Road Commission was 
made by a group which included 
Jay R. Edwards, foundation 
president, E. M. McLaughlin, 
secretary and treasurer; State 
Representative Dan Dennis, of 
Duchesne; State Senator Robert 
Clyde; Lowe Ashton, Leon 
Ritchie and Duane Price, all of 
Heber. 
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Creeper’ Plan Utah Boon 77; 


Business and civic groups and other citizens are . 


interested in preservation and operation of the his- 
toric “Heber Creeper” railway line that has great 
potentia! value to the state. Their request of the 
State Highway Department not to contract removal 
of the Provo Canyon railroad tracks at this time is 
reasonable and sensible. 


The request by this alert group of Utahns would 


not interfere with plans to start construction of the |. 
‘highway in the lower part of the canyon next», = 
spring. Construction in the upper part of the can- = 


yon will not begin for several years. _ 

Anyone familiar with such thriving short scenic 
railroads as those in California and Colorado knows 
this line would attract tourists to Utah and would 
draw numerous people off I-15 and U.S. 40 to stop. 


and board this unique ride into the scenic heart of - 
our beautiful mountain recreation area and along ~ 


lovely Deer Creek Reservoir. This scenic beauty 
would enchant tourists to stay longer and instill a 
desire to return to beautiful Utah. 

With proper cooperation by the state, interested 
parties working for this project could have this at- 


tractive, historic, scenic railway in operation next 


summer. 
The 1886 railroad bridge at the mouth of Provo: 


Canyon is a historic, if not artistic, landmark, just `` 


as the railroad is. Let's not have ramrod highway 
methods that would destroy our valuable and vital 
historic, recreation and tourist attractions. 


—JOHN L. SULLIVAN 


5394 Avalon Dr. `; 
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it looks successful, they want 
the tracks open so they can 
get rolling stock up the can- 
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and he agreed the Heber City 
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i Commission Friday deferred 


' action on awarding a contract 
to tear out 15 miles of aban- 
- doned railroad track in Provo 
Canyon where once the .so- 


called “Heber Creeper” car- ` 


ried freight. 
Commission members re- 


sponded to a ““save-the-track” ` 


movement that developed in 
the Heber-Provo area and 
agreed to meet again Sept. 22 
in Salt Lake City to attempt 
to make- a final. determina- 
pg rail line has been aban- 


doned for about 10 years and . 
; was operated by Denver and 


Rio Grande Western Railroad 
Co. as a three-times weekly, 
‘freight-only route. The Utah 
Highway .Department 
acquired the right-of-way and 
track two years ago because 
road widening plans called for 
either using the right of way 
or cutting into the sides of the 
canyon. _ 

At Friday's meeting, mem- 
bers of the Vernal Chamber of 


Commerce and the Uintah ` 


County Commission endorsed 
the department's widening 
efforts in Provo Canyon. 

The track-removal project 


was bid upon several weeks: 


ago, but because of an error 
in bidding, the low bidder was 
disqualified, ' 


State Defers 


E: 


In a refreshing reversal of national 
trends, state officials recently gave Heber 
City area factions a sympathetic hearing 
on their efforts to preserve a short pas- 
senger train line. At least Gov. Rampton 
and State Highway Department authori- 
ties agreed that those championing the 
“Heber Creeper” should have the oppor- 
tunity to develop a full proposal. 

The group got active when the high- 


“way department proceeded with plans to 


tear up old tracks between Olmstead and 
Heber City for & road improvement proj- 
ect in Provo Canyon. Long unused, the 
former Denver and Rio Grande Western 
line's right right-of-way was acquired by 
the state about two years ago. Its protec- 
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tors now argue they can restore passen- 
ger travel on the route between Wildwood 
and Heber City. 

The idea is to make the run a commer- 
cially successful tourist attraction. Dur- 
ing a recent hearing at the Capitol, Gov. 


Rampton asked the highway department © 


to stay rail removal until the restoration 
promoters could complete a feasibility 
study. 

From most angles the Heber Creeper 
is appealing. Provo Canyon scenery is 
matchless, Passenger trains are disap- 
pearing, those maintained in particularly 
quaint surroundings could be increasingly 
popular as time goes on. The Utah Fish 
and Game Division's major fish hatchery 
is on the rail route between Heber City and 
Wildwood, Bridal Veil Falls is at the Wild- 
wood terminal. Put this all together and 
you have an exciting tourist possibility. 

However, reviving and operating even a 
short railroad line for passengers is no 
minor undertaking. Will enough people 
want to ride a train through an area most 
of which can be traversed by car? And be- 
cause the stretch involved does include 
what are considered from sports fishery 
and scenic standpoints the river canyon's 
key three miles — narrow through steep 
rocky walls — is there really room for a 
widened highway, an operating railroad, 
an unharmed river and all the original 
natural beauty? 

Such are the questions Heber Creeper 
advocates, highway officials and others 
will have to answer. There is enough time 
to search for a  workable solution. 
Apparently, those with a deep interest are 
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Heber Creeper to 
After State Pa 


Spokesman 


a 


Heber in Provo Canyon and per- 
mit Wasatch County interests to 
develop a scenic tourist oriented 
railroad on part of the presen 
railroad bed. At 1:15 p. m., a 
motion was made by Wayne 
Winters of the Utah State Road 
Commission that contract notjeum 


tourists in the State of Uta 


: ; h 
This motion was seconded by |t | 
Francis Felch of Vernal, and|mouth of Provo Canyon after 


also a member of the 
State Road Commission. 
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After many early a latelCounty group was Lowe Ash- 


reparation of this program. 
P The Wasatch Railway Mus- 
and Foundation, Inc. will 


: ion in 
h | April 1st so the construction 
Uta the lower canyon can begin on 

for the Wasatch ! schedule, 
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Easy Does It Thro ugh Provo 


Canyon forNew Highway 


Provo Canyon is one of the 
State's most picturesque and in- 
teresting canyons. The canyon 
walls, which are composed of 
tree and brush-covered tower- 
ing mountains of a unique geo- 
logical arrangement, affords the 
viewer with a sense of awe and 
wonderment which expands the 
imagination and promotes hum- 
bleness. 

THE USEFULNESS OF THE 
Canyon, by those who have dis- 
covered its many diversified 
values, becomes readily appar- 
ent as one drives its length and 
Observes the activity generated 
by the recreational facilities and 
utility it provides. It is located 
ed in such a position that it 
serves the teeming population of 
Utah County as a haven and 
retreat from the hustle and 
bustle of everyday routine. It 
has become very important in 
providing a place for relaxation 
and enjoyment, which is essen- 
tial ta a fiillar 
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CONSEQU 
decided to proceed with the de- 
sign on a dual purpose concept. 
The first was to expedite the 
the movement of trafific through 
the canyon by providing a safe 
and adequate highway for pres- 
enf day and projected future 
traffic volumes. The second 
pufpose is to provide access for 
the other canyon uses by incor- 
porating a slower-speed high- 
way.. This concept is being ac- 
complished by designing a new 
route to carry the  through- 
traffic and leaving the old high- 
way in place to serve other in- 
terests, 

THE DESIGN HAS HAD to 
proceed at an unusually slow 
pace in order to follow the prin- 
ciples decided upon at its incep- 
tion. Each interested group, 
organization, or individual has 
had to be contacted (maybe 
several times) 
plain certain design 


ENTLY, IT WAS |which might interfer or affect 


the particular value of which 
they might be concerned. In 
doing so, changes have had to 
be made in order to best pre- 
serve the particular value, not 
for selfish reasons but to main- 
tain the aesthetics and other 
uses currently enjoyed, not only 
by the local population but by 
visitors who have entered the 
canyon either by chance or plan 
to partake of what it has to 
to offer. Of course, this slows 
down the highway design pace 
significantly, but is adherent 
with the current trend of pre- 
Serving the ecology and enviorn- 
ment, 

THE STATE ROAD COM- 
mission has programmed funds 
to begin the project 2.0 million 
dollars in the current fiscal 
year and 2.3 million dollars in 
fiscal year 1973. They have in- 


in order to ex-|dicated that funds would be 
features | made available on a year-to-year 


basis in the future for comple- 
tion. Total cost of the highway 
will exceed 10 million dollars. A 
contract has already been ad- 
vertised for the removal of the 
old Denver and Rio Grande 
Railroad tracks from Olmstead 
to Heber City, which the Com- 
mission purchased last year in 
order to better align the high- 
way, resulting in a savings in 
construction of over $500,000. 
Also, the purchase resulted in 
routing the highway in such a 
manner that many of the values 
could be saved from partial or 
total destruction. 

THE CONSTRUCTION with- 
in the canyon is expected to 
commence in the Spring of 1971, 
The initial project is planned to 
be from the mouth of the can- 
yon at Olmstead to Nunns, 
which is just west of Bridal Veil 
Falls. Other projects will fol- 
low as the designs are complet- 
ed 


Construction is expected to be 
difficult and tedious. There 
will be several sections of solid 
rock excavation which will nec- 
essitate blasting. This, of course, 
will have to performed with ex- 
treme caution because of the 
many utility lines nearby and 
Other features present, as dis- 
cussed above. The contractor 
must conduct his operations 
such that the areas adjacent to 
the roadway prism will not be 
disturbed in order to protect 
the integrity of the enviorn- 
ment. This will, no doubt, in- 
crease construction costs, but 
will provide the preservation 
for which the design has been 
intended, 

THE HIGHWAY DEPART- 
ment has undertaken the policy 
that by cooperation with others 
a highway can result which will 
be beneficial to highway user 
as well as serve the other in- 
terests. 
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Steel Leaf Rake 


: Strong and sturdy, 
flexible rake ac- 

| tion, Long handle, 

| B high quality rake. 
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